Tte Central Provinces.

to Nagpore where  he died in 1755, leaving  his kingdom  to
his sons.

So early as 1773, from the growing importance of Nagpore.,
an alliance with it became an object of desire to the small body
of English merchants who ruled in the Bengal Presidency.
Sabajee sent in a Vakeel to Calcutta, and Mr. Elliot and Col.
Gocldard were entrusted with powers to negociate with the Court
at Nagpore, The results of these nogociations were to establish an
alliance between the two Governments. The Court at Nagpore
bound itself to remain neutral. These terms were not kept by the
Nagpore Court. In 1779 Maclajee entered into a secret con-
federacy with the Nizam and Hyder Ali, for the subversion of
the British power. What the results of this treaty were
every one who has read the history of British India during
that period must well know. Matched against unequal
forces Col. Bailie's detachment was defeated, and the subse-
quent retreat of the army under General Munro rendered it
almost impossible at that time to preserve our tenure of the
Caruatic. Madajee had to be bought off to save our possess-
ions in the Carnatic. Since that time until 1799 no further
relations with the Nagpore Court were entered into. When
at a later period it was necessary to oppose Tippoo in 1798,
Mr. Colcbrook was appointed Resident at Nagpore, with, a
view of drawing the Nagpore Government into the triple
alliance which the English, the Nizam, and the Peishwa then
formed against Tippoo,

After the fall of Seringapatam and the death of Tippoo in
1799, the policy dictated by the Court at Nagpore was opposed
to the English Government. That policy urged the cessation
of animosities between the two rival chiefs Scindia and
Holkar; it urged a grand coalition against the English ascen-
dancy, then rapidly on the increase; and there is no doubt that
if this policy had been carried out Assaye would not have been
so complete a victory, nor the Deccan have been so easily
conquered. The faH of Gawilgurh followed the brilliant
victory at Assaye, and Ragojee OB the 7th December 180S
liad to sign a treaty by which he was bound to admit a
British Resident at his Court/ * for the future. The Honor-
able Mr. Elphinstone was appointed Resident. Prom 1803
io 1817 no direct hostilities against the British Government
were undertaken \ but in that year owing to the treachery of
Appa Sahib of Nagpore, and the Peishwa Bajee Rao^ the
battle of Seetabuldee took place on the 27th November of that
year. That battle and the subsequent fall of Nagpore, obtain-
ed the cession of the territories northward of the Nerbudda,